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DETAILED ACTION 



This action is responsive the application filed August 7, 2006. Applicant's 
preliminary amendment filed August 7, 2006 has been entered. Claims 1-17 are 
pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gilboa 
et al.(US 6226543). 

3. Addressing claims 1-17, Gilboa discloses a method and system for generating a 
spatial roadmap representing an envisaged trajectory of an interventional device within 
a target organ (see col. 9 lines 30-49 and col. 13 lines 32-46) using an x-ray or MRI 
(see col. 6 lines 50-56) within an organ (see col. 1 lines 19-45 and claim 12), the system 
including a data acquisition system and navigation means (see (50) in fig. 1) arranged 
to perform said method comprising the steps of: acquiring image data of detectable 
markers arranged within the target organ (see col. 9 lines 50-67 and col. 10 lines 4-39); 
constructing a motion-corrected target organ-oriented three-dimensional coordinate 
system using said image data (see col. 10 lines 4-39); deriving a respective spatial 
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position information of tine detectable mariners witliin tine motion-corrected target organ- 
oriented three-dimensional coordinate system (see col. 10 lines 4-39); constructing the 
spatial roadmap within the target organ by interrelating the respective spatial position 
information of the detectable markers (see col. 10 lines 4-39); acquiring a set of 
readings at their respective measurement locations within the target organ using an 
interventional measurement catheter (see col. 10 lines 4-39); presenting the set of 
readings on the spatial roadmap (see col. 10 line 39-col. 1 1 line 3); acquiring further 
image data of a displaceable catheter in the target organ for a dwell position of the 
displaceable catheter (see col. 10 lines 4-39 and col. 12 lines 1-31), said displaceable 
catheter comprising further detectable markers, said further image data comprising 
images of detectable markers and further detectable markers (see col. 10 lines 4-39); 
deriving further respective spatial position information of the further detectable markers 
of the displaceable catheter within the motion-corrected target-organ oriented three- 
dimensional coordinate system (see col. 10 line 39-col. 1 1 line 3), matching further 
respective spatial position information to the spatial roadmap automatically (see col. 11 
lines 20-63), further comprising the computation means arranged to control the 
navigation means in order to conform the further spatial information to the spatial 
roadmap (see col. 13 lines 31-67), further comprising a user interface arranged to 
feedback a three-dimensional image of the spatial roadmap and the spatial position of 
the catheter and/or the displaceable catheter, wherein the user interface is arranged to 
present a further three-dimensional image comprising the target organ (see col. 13 lines 
31-67), and a quality control system arranged to guard a spatial accuracy of the above 
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system and method that includes a computing unit that comprises means for performing 
all the limitations above (see col. 13 lines 31-67 and "Example" section starting in col. 
14). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NIGEL FONTENOT whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7032. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:00a- 
4:00p). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Long Le can be reached on 571-272-0823. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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